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Bulletin sponsor this week is for the:
Memory of:
Lore Stefy, sponsored by the Sisterhood

Readings: Acts 20:16-18,28-36 (7th Sunday of Pascha)
John 17:1-13 (7th Sunday of Pascha)

IN THOSE DAYS, Paul had decided to sail past Ephesos, so that he might not
have to spend time in Asia; for he was hastening to be at Jerusalem, if possible, on
the day of Pentecost. And from Miletos he sent to Ephesos and called to him the
elders of the church. And when they came to him, he said to them: “Take heed to
yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers,
to care for the church of God which he obtained with the blood of his own Son. I
know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing
the flock; and from among your own selves will arise men speaking perverse
things, to draw away the disciples after them. Therefore be alert, remembering that
for three years I did not cease night or day to admonish every one with tears. And
now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build
you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified. I
coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel. You yourselves know that these hands
ministered to my necessities, and to those who were with me. In all things I have
shown you that by so toiling one must help the weak, remembering the words of
the Lord Jesus, how he said, ‘it is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ” And
when he had spoken thus, he knelt down and prayed with them all.

At that time, Jesus lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has
come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him power
over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal
life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. I
glorified you on earth, having accomplished the work which you gave me to do; and
now, Father, you glorify me in your own presence with the glory which I had with you
before the world was made.

“I have manifested your name to the men whom you gave me out of the world;
yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. Now they
know that everything that you have given me is from you; for I have given them the
words which you gave me, and they have received them and know in truth that I came
from you; and they have believed that you did send me. I am praying for them; I am
not praying for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are mine; all
mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them. And now I am no
more in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father,
keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we
are one. While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given me; I
have guarded them, and none of them is lost but the son of perdition, that the scripture
might be fulfilled. But now I am coming to you; and these things I speak in the world,
that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves.”

Sunday Services:

Hours - 9:40 AM Divine Liturgy – 10:00 AM
General Confession – 9:45 AM on the first Sunday of each month
Private Confession - by appointment, contact Father Matthew
Pannikhidas – after Divine Liturgy 3rd Sunday of each month

Coffee hour - after Divine Liturgy.
We would like to welcome all parish visitors and invite you to join us after

the Liturgy, downstairs, for Coffee hour.

Sunday school meets every Sunday after Communion.

Announcements:
 There will be a meeting of the Sisterhood of the Protection of the Mother of

God today, June 1st, after coffee hour.
 The last Sunday school class for the school year will be held on Sunday, June

8th. Sunday school certificates of achievement will be awarded to students on
Sunday June 15th.

 The nextmeeting of the parish council has been changed to Sunday, June
22nd, after coffee hour.

Reminders:
 Please remember the citizens of Ukraine in your prayers. And please

continue to pray for peace in the Middle East.
 Bulletin sponsors, prayer requests, or announcements for the bulletin, should be

submitted by email to: Bulletin@ChurchMotherOfGod.org
 Thank you to everyone who has been donating to our parish. There is a donation

basket at the candle stand. Also, a Venmo account can be used for donations.
It is at https://venmo.com/u/Hala-Dawson .

 The Grey Book Step Meeting Group of Narcotics Anonymous meets
every Tuesday from 7-8:00 PM downstairs in the community room.

 The Living Clean Group of Narcotics Anonymous meets every Friday
from 8-9:15 PM downstairs in the community room.
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Commemoration of the Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council:
The First Ecumenical Council was convened in 325 A.D., in the city of Nicea,

under the Emperor Constantine I. This Council was called because of the false
doctrine of the Alexandrian priest Arius, who rejected the Divine nature and pre-
eternal birth of the second person of the Holy Trinity, namely the Divine Son of God
the Father, and taught that the Son of God is only the highest creation.

318 bishops participated in this Council, among whom were St. Nicholas the
Wonderworker, St. James, bishop of Nisibis, St. Spiridon of Tremithus, and St.
Athanasius, who was at that time a deacon.

The Council condemned and repudiated the heresy of Arius and affirmed the
immutable truth, the dogma that the Son of God is true God, born of God the Father
before all ages, and is eternal, as is God the Father; He was begotten, and not made,
and is of one essence with God the Father. In order that all Orthodox Christians may
know exactly the true teaching of the faith, it was clearly and concisely summarized
in the first of seven sections of the Creed, or Symbol of Faith.

At this Council, it was resolved to celebrate Pascha on the first Sunday after the
first full moon following the spring equinox, after the Jewish Passover. It also
determined that priests should be married, and it established many other rules or
canons.

The Apostles’ preaching and the Fathers’ doctrines
have established one faith for the Church.

Adorned with the robe of truth, woven from heavenly theology,
it defines and glorifies the great mystery of Orthodoxy!

Kontakion — Tone 8

Afterfeast of Ascension:
You ascended in glory, O Christ our God,

granting joy to Your Disciples by the promise of the Holy Spirit.
Through the blessing, they were assured

that You are the Son of God,
the Redeemer of the world!

Tone 4 — Troparion

When You had fulfilled the dispensation for our sake,
and united earth to heaven:

You ascended in glory, O Christ our God,
not being parted from those who love You,
but remaining with them and crying:

“I am with you, and there is no one against you!”
Tone 6— Kontakion

To read about the saints remembered today, see:
https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2025/06/01

Please check the website of our Diocese: nynjoca.org/.
and the website of the Orthodox Church in America: www.oca.org/
See us on the web at: ChurchMotherOfGod.org
See us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/mayslandingmog

Email us at: Bulletin@ChurchMotherOfGod.org

Orthodox Church of the Mother of God
"The Joy of All the Sorrowful"

115 Hudson St. Mays Landing, New Jersey 08330

The Most Reverend Michael
Archbishop of NY & the Diocese of NY/NJ

V. Rev. Dr. Matthew Searfoorce
Temporary Rector

Email: searbks1@verizon.net Phone: 856-227-6915

Dn. Edward Dawson
Attached Deacon

Email: njdawsons@comcast.net Phone: 609-335-6130

Glory to
Jesus Christ

Commemoration of the Holy Fathers of the
First Ecumenical Council

Glory
Forever

You are most glorious, O Christ our God!
You have established the Holy Fathers as lights on the earth!

Through them you have guided us to the true faith!
O greatly Compassionate One, glory to You!

Tone 8 —Troparion

June 1, 2025
Today the Church remembers:

Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council ● Afterfeast of Ascension ●
Martyr Justin the Philosopher and those with him at Rome: Martyrs Justin,

Chariton and his wife, Charity, Euelpistus, Hierax, Peon, Valerian, and Justus
(166 A.D.) ● Ven. Dionysius, Abbot of Glushitsa (Vologdá—1437) ● Ven.

Agápit, Unmercenary Physician, of the Kiev Caves (11th c.)

7th Sunday of Pascha
Sunday of the Holy Fathers Tone 6
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