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Bulletin sponsors this week for:

Health of:
All parishioners of the parish for a blessed Pascha feast day

April 20, 2025 - Bulletin

Sunday Services: (except Paschs):
Hours - 9:40 AM Divine Liturgy — 10:00 AM
General Confession — 9:45 AM on the first Sunday of each month
Private Confession - by appointment, contact Father Matthew
Pannikhidas — after Divine Liturgy 3" Sunday of each month

Readines: Acts 1:1-8 (Sunday of Holy Pascha)
[eACNES:  yohn 1:1-17 (Sunday of Holy Pascha)

IN THE FIRST BOOK, O Theophilos, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to
do and teach, until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commandment
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. To them he presented
himself alive after his passion by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days,
and speaking of the kingdom of God. And while staying with them he charged them
not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said,
“you heard from me, for John baptized with water, but before many days you shall be
baptized with the Holy Spirit.”

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time
restore the kingdom of Israel?”” He said to them, “it is not for you to know times or
seasons which the Father has fixed by his own authority. But you shall receive power
when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem
and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth.”

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God; all things were made through him, and
without him was not anything made that was made. In him was life, and the life was
the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome
it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came for testimony, to
bear witness to the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but
came to bear witness to the light.

The true light that enlightens every man was coming into the world. He was in the
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world knew him not. He came to
his own home, and his own people received him not. But to all who received him,
who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God; who were born,
not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have
beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. (John bore witness to him,
and cried, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, for
he was before me."””) And from his fullness have we all received, grace upon grace.
For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
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Coffee hour - after Divine Liturgy.
We would like to welcome all parish visitors and invite you to join us after

the Liturgy, downstairs, for Coffee hour.

Sunday school meets every Sunday after Communion.

Announcements:

® Thank you to everyone who participated in the Sisterhood’s Pascha basket raffle,
including those who purchased tickets and those who donated items. The raffle was
a huge success! The winner of the basket was Tim Kirk, who generously donated
part of the basket back to a second winner, who was Liz Pastore. Congratulations
to both winners!

® There will be a meeting of the parish council on Sunday, May 4™, after coffee
hour.

® Anyone interested in our old safe, you are welcome to it. Just move it. The safe is
small but very heavy. Please see any parish council member if you are interested.

Reminders:
® Please remember the citizens of Ukraine in your prayers. And please continue to
pray for peace in the Middle East.
® Bulletin sponsors, prayer requests, or announcements for the bulletin, should be
submitted by email to: Bulletin@ChurchMotherOfGod.org
® Please consider mailing your weekly donation to our treasurer:
Church of the Mother of God, c/o Holly Dawson, treasurer,
111 Main Ave, Egg Harbor Township, NJ 08234
Thank you to everyone who has been sending in their donations. (There is also a
donation basket at the candle stand. A Venmo account can also be used for
donations to our parish. It is at https://venmo.com/u/Hala-Dawson )
® The Grey Book Step Meeting Group of Narcotics Anonymous meets every
Tuesday from 7-8:00 pm downstairs in the community room.
® The Living Clean Group of Narcotics Anonymous meets every Friday from 8-
9:15 pm downstairs in the community room.
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HOLY PASCHA: The Resurrection of Our Lord:

Before the dawn Mary and the women came
and found the stone rolled away from the tomb.
They heard the angelic voice: “Why do you seek among the dead as a Man
the One Who is everlasting Light?
Behold the clothes in the grave; go and proclaim to the world:
“The Lord is risen; He has slain death,
as He is the Son of God, saving the race of man.””
Tone 8 —Troparion
You descended into the tomb, O Immortal,
You destroyed the power of death.
In victory You arose, O Christ God,
proclaiming: “Rejoice!” to the Myrrhbearing Women,
granting peace to Your Apostles, and bestowing Resurrection on the fallen.
Tone 8 — Kontakion
ARCHPASTORAL LETTER FOR GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA 2025:
https:/nynjoca.org/files/2025/ap-letters/ Archpastoral-Letter-Pascha-2025.pdf

The sermon of Saint John Chrysestom - The sermon was originally composed as
baptismal instruction. It is retained by the Church in the paschal services because
everything about the night of Pascha recalls the Sacrament of Baptism: the language
and general terminology of the liturgical texts, the specific hymns, the vestment color,
the use of candles, and the great procession itself. Now the sermon invites us to a
great reaffirmation of our baptism: to union with Christ in the receiving of Holy
Communion.

If any man is devout and loves God, let him enjoy this fair and radiant
triumphal feast. . . the table is fully laden; feast you all sumptuously. . . the calf is
fatted, let no one go hungry away.

To read about the saints remembered today, see:
https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2025/04/20

Please check the website of our Diocese: nynjoca.org/.

and the website of the Orthodox Church in America: www.oca.org/

See us on the web at: ChurchMotherOfGod.org

See us on Facebook at: www.facebook.com/mayslandingmog
Email us at: Bulletin@ChurchMotherOfGod.org
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Orthodox Church of the Mother of God

"The Joy of All the Sorrowful"
115 Hudson St. Mays Landing, New Jersey 08330

The Most Reverend Michael

Archbishop of NY & the Diocese of NY/NJ
V. Rev. Dr. Matthew Searfoorce,

Temporary Rector

Email: searbks1@verizon.net Phone: 856-227-6915

Dn. Edward Dawson
Attached Deacon

Indeed He
is Risen!

Christ is
Risen!

HOLY PASCHA:
The Resurrection of Our Lord

Christ is risen from the dead,
trampling down death by death,

and upon those in the tombs bestowing life!
Tone 4 —Troparion

April 20, 2025
Today the Church remembers:

HOLY PASCHA — THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD AND SAVIOR
JESUS CHRIST e Ven. Theodore Trichinas (“the Hair-shirt Wearer”), Hermit,
near Constantinople ® Ven. Alexander, Abbot of Oshevensk (1479) e Child-martyr
Gabriel of Bialystok (1690) @ Ss. Gregory (593) and Anastasius the Sinaite (599),
Patriarchs of Antioch ® Ven. Anastasius, Abbot of Sinai (695)

Holy Pascha

Beginning of the Pentecostarion Fast Free Week

Diocese of New York and New Jersey, of the Orthodox Church in America.
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